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 The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of using picture media towards 

students’ vocabulary mastery at the eighth grade students of MTs Mathla’ul Anwar 

Dahu Bojong which was located on Jl. Prapatan Warungkupa Km. 01 Kp Dahu. Ds. 

Mekarsari Kec. Bojong Kab. Pandeglang,  42273. The population of this study was 50 

students and the sample was 50 students. This study is carried out to find out whether 

there is a significant effect of using picture media towards students’ vocabulary 

mastery. This research used a quantitative true experimental approach using Pretest-

Posttest Control Group Design. In this research there are two variables, they are 

independent variable and dependent variable. The independent variable is Picture 

media (X), and then the dependent variable is Vocabulary Mastery (Y). In collecting the 

data this research used multiple choice test as instrument.The hypothesis analysis used 

analysis of t-test. In analysing the hypothesis this research used SPSS statistics 22. 

Finding of this study showed that there is a significant effect of using picture media 

towards students’ vocabulary mastery. It could be seen that t-count= 3.503 and 

signification value (p-value) = 0.001 < α = 0.05, so H1 is accepted and H0 is rejected. On 

the other word, there is a significant effect of using picture media towards students’ 

vocabulary mastery. Based on the result above, the researcher concluded that 

vocabulary is one of the elements in English. Teaching English using Picture Media 

gave positive contribution especially on improving vocabulary mastery. 

 

  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

As an international language, English has a very important role, especially in the aspect of 

education. Consideration of the importance of this English language, the government decided to 

make this English as a subject taught from elementary school level up to university. The teaching 
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of English at each level would be different, as well as teaching at the junior high school level; 

students need learning with fun and enjoyable ways.  

According to English curriculum, English has four skills, namely reading, speaking, listening and 

writing. These skills are supported by learning elements like structure, vocabulary, pronunciation 

and spellings. Vocabulary is one of the language components which have an important role in 

language learning. Without mastering enough vocabulary students are impossible to master the 

four English skills mentioned before, and then they also cannot speak or communicate in English 

well. Therefore, vocabulary is categorized as one of the important language elements which 

student should master.  The mastery of vocabulary cannot sometimes be reached optimally 

without good media and method. Vocabulary includes collection of words. The words are known 

not only as individual words, but also a group of words that have meaning. The students will get 

difficulties in comprehending the text if they do not know the words in the text. Similarly in 

speaking, they will have same problem if they have only few vocabularies. 

At the junior high school level, English is one of the compulsory subjects which are learned by the 

students; even it is one of the subjects which will be tested in National Final Examination. As in 

the school of MTs MA Dahu, the school has six classes which are separated into class XII, class 

XIII, and class IX. As the finding when the researcher went to that school at the first time to did the 

interview with the English teacher, the researcher finds out a few problem there, like the average 

of students’ score are very low, the students’ motivation in learning English too are very low. Most 

of the causes which cause them are relatively very low in English are dominated by weaknesses of 

mastering vocabulary. The weaknesses here are because the students feel difficult on memorizing 

vocabulary. 

Furthermore, the limited media and monotonous teaching technique also are the cause of the 

problem happens. Teaching vocabulary to young learners is not easy. They have certain 

characteristic and need a certain treatment. Teachers play important role toward the success of 

vocabulary mastery. In this case, teachers need to develop, support, motivate, and dig up their 

basic ability in improving it by providing conducive environment, useful resources, and carefully 

structured input and practice opportunities. Young learners have specific learning needs. They 

learn best when they are involve and their works are valued, and they have opportunity to 

experiment for themselves. 

Using picture is one of good media in teaching vocabulary. Through pictures, the students would 

be easier to comprehend what the teacher present. Picture is one of media that can be used to 

improve students’ vocabulary mastery. It is also cheap and easy to be used to excite curiously of 

the language learners about the target language right from the beginning. For the students who 

study in junior high school, using picture as media are very useful and interesting in learning 

process because it will make the class more interactive and lively. Students will be highly 

motivated and a lot of fun during the class.    

Based on the problems, the objective of the study is to investigate whether there is a significant 

effect of using picture media towards students’ vocabulary mastery. The findings of the research 

are expected to be beneficial not only in theoretically but also in practically. First, in theoretical this 

study is expected has a benefit for language learning and teaching to be able to provide 

information dealing with the effect of using picture media in improving students’ vocabulary 

mastery. Second, in practical, this research is expected has the benefits especially for the teachers, 

students, and institutions.  

Vocabulary 

According to Jack C. Richards and Willy A. Renandya (2002:255), “vocabulary is a core component 

of language proficiency and provides much of the basis for how well learners speak, listen, read, 

and write”. It means that mastering vocabulary is very important, even if someone wants to learn 

English, he or she should master vocabulary first. By mastering vocabulary, he or she will be 
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easier to comprehend English skill. On the other word, vocabulary is the most important subject in 

language learning. If someone vocabulary mastery is low, so he or she will be difficult in learning.  

According to Hornby (2005:17), vocabulary is defined as a list of words with their meaning 

especially in a book for learning foreign language. It means that vocabulary is kind of the word 

which will make up a language. Vocabulary also is a basic element of language, and it has 

important role in language learning, even it is not less important than grammar.  

Furthermore, according to Merriam-Researcherbster’s Collegiate Dictionary (2003:1400), 

vocabulary is: 

1. A list or collection of words and phrase usually alphabetically arranged and explained or 

defined.  

2. A sum or stock of words employed by a language group individual or work or in a field of 

knowledge. 

3. A list or collection of terms or codes available for use.  

According to Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 3rd edition, vocabulary is “all the words 

known and used by a particular person”. It means that vocabulary is all the words which cover 

nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverb, and etc. (parts of speech) human used. Vocabulary is most 

importing teaching of language for the learners and makes the teaching of English Vocabulary 

have a very essential role in enabling the student to master the English as a first foreign language 

in Indonesia.  

Based on the expert explanation above the researcher can say that vocabulary is a total of words or 

phrases which is used by people in communicating each other through a language. Vocabulary is 

the central of language. By mastering vocabulary, people would be easier to communicate each 

other in particular language. 

There are many kinds of vocabulary, they are: 

1. Based on the characteristics of the words  

Ruth Gairns and Stuart Redman (1986:65) explain that vocabulary is divided into two kinds, 

they are: 

a. Active vocabulary: refers to put items which the learners can use appropriately in speaking 

and writing. It is also called as a productive vocabulary. Active vocabularies are the words 

which researcher use in speaking and writing. These vocabularies are often called as 

productive vocabularies because they happen in speaking. These vocabularies should be 

pronounced well in order to avoid misunderstanding between listener and speaker. In 

writing, the writers have to be careful in using grammar and structure. They should use 

familiar vocabularies in order to avoid misunderstanding to the readers.   

b. On the other hand, passive vocabulary refers to language items which could be recognized 

and understood in the context of reading and listening. It is called as respective vocabulary.  

It is used in two kinds of language skill, they are reading and listening.  

2. Based on its form and function 

John Read in his book, Assessing Vocabulary, mentioned two kinds of vocabulary based on its 

form and function, they are: 

a. Function words  

These are the words, which only have a full meaning when they are integrated with other 

word. It includes articles, preposition, pronouns, conjunctions, and auxiliaries. 

b. Content words 

These are the words, which have a full meaning and provide links within sentences. It 

includes nouns, verbs, adjective, and adverbs. 

3. Used for communication 
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S.H. Burton and J.A. Humphries in A.M. Zainuri (2003:1), there are two kinds of vocabularies 

used by people for communication, namely: 

a. General vocabulary, it is the words used in general. There is no limited of fields or users, 

terms general that the writer means is general in meaning and using. 

b. Special vocabulary, it is used in certain field, job, profession or special science. For example: 

politicians, journalists, and lawyers.  

Vocabulary Mastery 

Vocabulary mastery is the competence or complete knowledge of a list or a set of words that make 

up a language which might be used by a particular person, class, and profession (Napa, 1991:88). 

Vocabulary mastery is one component to master English as a foreign language in elementary, 

intermediate and advanced levels. In learning the four language skills (listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing), vocabulary is one basic component to be mastered. It is reasonable, 

remembering that the four language skills need knowledge of words because they will get nothing 

without vocabulary. The larger the students master vocabulary, the better they perform their 

language. By having too limited vocabulary, the students will find difficulties in mastering 

reading and other skills. 

According to Norma (1995:17), Vocabulary mastery means the students having 

ability in understanding and using the vocabulary and know the meaning. There 

are 4 stages of the learner progress in mastery vocabulary: (a) progress extends 

from the beginning to the mastery of the fundamental of the structure and sounds 

system, (b) the vocabulary items should still consist of those that must be learned 

for production, (c) vocabulary mastery of recognition, (d) the choice of special areas of experience 

is necessary. 

From the definition above, could be concluded that vocabulary mastery is competence to know 

words and meaning. 

Pictures 

According to Andrew Wright (1989:2), “Pictures are the most suitable for the revision of known 

language and more recombination or manipulation word, the pictures are not just an aspect of 

method but through their representation of places, object and people they are an essential part of 

the overall experiences”  

Pictures are multipurpose resources to teach aspects of grammar. It is also could motivate the 

students to respond what the teacher teach because pictures are more than textbook or sentences 

on the board. Picture also can be used in various configurations to improve teaching and learning 

process. (Marianne Celce Murcia and Sharon Hilles, 1998:73). It means that picture has many 

benefits to help the students on understanding a new object because through picture, they can use 

their eyes to memorize the object easily.  

In Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 3rd edition, “Picture is a drawing, painting or 

photograph, etc.” It means that picture could be categorized as anything drawing, painting and 

photograph. It can be used in teaching and learning process.  

Based on the definitions above, the researcher concludes that picture is anything drawing, 

painting, image, and photograph of an object. Picture could be used as media for teaching because 

it has many functions to make students easier in learning. Students will be more interesting and 

will be easier on memorizing the new words or objects in learning foreign language.  

Furthermore, Betty Morgan Bowen (1973:13) mentions in her book that there are some types of 

picture, they are: 

1. Wall charts, it illustrates aspect of a topic. On one chart used may be made by photograph, 

artist’s drawing, symbols, graph, and text.    
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2. Wall picture, it is simply a large illustration of scene or event. It is usually used in whole 

class. It is usually hung on the wall which illustrates things such as clouds, sea, mountains, 

sun, sky, etc. which are impossible to bring in to the class.  

3. Flash cards, consists of two categories, they are word flashcard and picture flashcard. Word 

Flashcard is a printed word on it. It can be used to demonstrate what the teacher wishes. On 

the other hand, picture flashcard is a card which picture is on it. The picture shows the 

object or action.  

4. Work cards, it is a card consists of picture/photo, image, map which indicate of identity of 

someone who has been worked in a company.    

As mentioned above, there are many types of picture which could be used as media of teaching. 

Picture is very interesting aid for teaching, students will be more interested when teaching using 

picture as media.   

Furthermore, Picure also has many advantages  and disadvantages,  Isaneni (2016) mention in his 

research paper that picture has many advantages as follows: 

1. Picture can be used to stimulate students to make instructions. The student imagination will 

be increase when they have seen some object associated with the picture. 

2. Picture can make students easier to understand the material. They easier to describe an 

object or pictures. 

3. Picture can improve student’s interest in learning vocabulary. 

4. Picture can stimulate student’s ability to speak up as well as possible. 

The disadvantages of using picture as follows: 

1. Picture needs more time in every meeting, while the time is limited. 

2. Picture is impractical because teacher has to prepare it before. 

3. Sometimes, teacher loses their ideas to keep the picture in line with topic to be taught. 

Based on explanation above, using picture as teaching media has many advantages and 

disadvantages. It depends on how the picture is used. In short, using picture as teaching media is 

useful.    

METHOD 

This research used a quantitative true experimental approach using Pretest-Posttest Control 

Group Design (Sugiyono, 2009:75). In this design, the sample is grouped into two groups. They are 

chosen randomly, and then they are given pre-test in order to know their capability in the 

beginning whether there is difference between both of them. The lowest group in average score is 

taken as experimental class, while the higher group in average score is taken as control. This is 

aimed to see the powerful technique given. The objective of the research is to investigate the effect 

of Picture Media toward students’ vocabulary mastery. In order to answer the research question, 

this research design is presented as follows: 

Table 1. The True Experimental Design 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

Experimental Group O1 X O2 

Control Group O3 X O4 
 

Note: 

O1 : Pre-Test of Experimental Group 

O2 : Post-Test of Experimental Group 

O3 : Pre-Test of Control Group 

O4 : Post-Test of Control Group 

X : Treatment 
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Based on the design above, it shows that there are two variables in this research. They are 

independent variable and dependent variable. The independent variable is Picture media (X), and 

then the dependent variable is Vocabulary Mastery (Y). 

Furthermore, the researcher used all population as sample. The researcher took two classes to 

investigate this study. They are experimental group and control group. The population of this 

research is 50 students, and the sample of this research is 50 students. 

Table 2. The Data of Eight Grade Students of MTs MA Dahu Bojong 

 

 

 

 
In this research the researcher used test as instrument to collect the data. The instrument was 

tested both validity and reliability. Vocabulary test was used to measure the students’ vocabulary 

mastery. The form of the test is multiple choices. The test is divided into two sections of test. The 

first is pre-test and the second test is post-test.  

Both experimental and control class were given pre-test and post-test. Pre-test was given to know 

how far the student’s achievement in understanding vocabulary while Post-test was given to 

know the student’s understanding after given the treatment using picture media.  

The vocabulary test will be constructed based on the syllabus of curriculum 13. It was constructed 

into multiple choices. The question was taken around 30 questions which consist of nouns, verbs 

and adjectives. The vocabulary mastery blue print could be seen in the following table: 

Table 3. The Vocabulary Mastery Blue Print 

No Basic Competence Indicator Dimension 
Number of 

Question 

Total 

Questions 

Form of 

the test 

1. Arrange oral and written 

texts to state and ask about 

the existence of an 

insignificant number of 

people, objects, animals, 

taking into account social 

functions, text structures, 

and language elements that 

are correct and in context. 

Students are 

able to know 

some English 

vocabularies 

correctly 

through 

picture 

media 

  

Nouns 
1,2,11,12,13, 

17,18,19,20,21 
10 

Multiple 

choices 

Verbs 
3,5,7,8,9, 

10,15,16,22,25,29 
11 

Adjectives 
4,6,14,23,24, 

26,27,28,30 
9 

Total Questions  30 
 

 

Furthermore, the students’ score was determined by dividing student’s gained score by the 

maximum score, and then multiplied by the weight 100. The formula is as follows:

 

 

Student’s Score =  Gained score      x 100 

                   Max score (30)  

 

 

DISCUSSION 

The data in this research is the score of vocabulary test between two groups (experimental and 

control). Both of them were tested pre-test and post-test.  

Table 4. Description of the data of Control Class 

No Student's name Pre-test Post-test 

1 Respondent 1 73 83 

2 Respondent 2 70 80 

3 Respondent 3 80 86 

Class Number of Sample 

Experimental 25 Students 

Control 25 Students 

Total 50 Students 
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4 Respondent 4 50 63 

5 Respondent 5 63 70 

6 Respondent 6 53 60 

7 Respondent 7 70 86 

8 Respondent 8 42 60 

9 Respondent 9 70 70 

10 Respondent 10 63 80 

11 Respondent 11 42 63 

12 Respondent 12 66 73 

13 Respondent 13 50 60 

14 Respondent 14 70 70 

15 Respondent 15 40 40 

16 Respondent 16 50 63 

17 Respondent 17 63 73 

18 Respondent 18 50 56 

19 Respondent 19 80 83 

20 Respondent 20 73 83 

21 Respondent 21 63 70 

22 Respondent 22 63 70 

23 Respondent 23 60 76 

24 Respondent 24 73 80 

25 Respondent 25 53 60 

Total 1530 1758 

 

Table 5. Description of the data of Experimental Class 

No Student's name Pre-test Post-test 

1 Respondent 1 70 92 

2 Respondent 2 66 76 

3 Respondent 3 53 80 

4 Respondent 4 70 86 

5 Respondent 5 63 80 

6 Respondent 6 60 90 

7 Respondent 7 50 90 

8 Respondent 8 50 60 

9 Respondent 9 66 76 

10 Respondent 10 83 90 

11 Respondent 11 56 90 

12 Respondent 12 60 90 

13 Respondent 13 73 73 

14 Respondent 14 60 66 

15 Respondent 15 60 86 

16 Respondent 16 70 90 

17 Respondent 17 70 96 

18 Respondent 18 40 80 

19 Respondent 19 73 90 

20 Respondent 20 60 73 

21 Respondent 21 40 63 

22 Respondent 22 46 80 

23 Respondent 23 73 83 
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24 Respondent 24 50 60 

25 Respondent 25 66 86 

Total 1528 2026 

 

The hypothesis test in this research used analysis of t-test. Before do further analysis, so this 

research needed to do Pre-Requirement of Research Analysis that covers normality and 

homogeneity test. The following table is the statistical analysis. 

Table 6. The Statistical Analysis 

No Sample 

STATISTICS 

N Mean 
Std. 

Deviation 

Normality Homogeneity 
Hypothesis 

p – value 

sig. sig. 1 

1. Pre-test Control Class 25 61.20 11.722 0.094 

0.891 0.001 

2. Post-Test Control Class 25 70.32 11.205 0.200 

3. Pre-test Experimental Class 25 61.12 10.959 0.200 

4. Post-Test Experimental Class 25 81.04 10.418 0.077 

Total   100 273.68      44.304  

 

All the data shows normal and homogen. They could be seen from the sig. values (0.094, 0.200, 

0.200, 0.077 and 0.891) are higher than α = 0.05. The result showed that there is a significant effect 

of using Picture Media towards students’ vocabulary mastery. Based on the calculation, the 

students who had been taught by using picture media is better than the students who had not 

been taught by picture media 

Furthermore, in the previous studies also showed that each studies that have been conducted by 

Fauziah (2011) and Hidayah (2014), both of them claimed that the using of Picture Media in 

teaching English improved the students’ vocabulary mastery. The results of those studies have 

endorsed the finding on what the researcher found in this study. Picture media are significantly 

improved the students’ vocabulary mastery. Therefore, the result of this study shows that there is 

a significant effect of using Picture Media towards students’ vocabulary mastery. This is because 

picture is appropriate media in teaching vocabulary.   

Furthermore, from the number of students in both classes (VIII A and VII B), there are 50 students. 

They are 25 students in class VIII A and 25 students in class VIII B. Both of classes are given 

treatment. Class VIII A as experimental class was given the picture media in teaching process, 

while class VIII B as control class was given words in paper media. The Pre-test and Post-test were 

given to both classes.. From testing with t-test obtained the t-count= 3.503 and signification value 

(p-value) = 0.001 < α = 0.05, so H1 is accepted and H0 is rejected. On the other word, there is a 

significant effect of using Picture Media towards students’ vocabulary mastery.  

CONCLUSION 

Vocabulary is one of the elements in English. Teaching English using Picture Media gave positive 

contribution especially on improving vocabulary mastery. After conducting the research by giving 

pre-test and post-test to experimental class by using picture media and word media in paper in 

control class. The researcher found out there is a significant effect of using Picture Media towards 

students’ vocabulary mastery. 
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